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Doc.  No.  219P  (58)  Papo  X 

Br.  Ex.  86 


IKE  Ai.EKICAN  E'lBASSADPR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW)  TO  THE 
JAPANESE  MNISTEE  FOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (UC-AXI) 


Excerpt. 

No.  975  TOKYO,  June  28,  1938. 

EXCELLENCY :  Acting  under  instructions  from  my 
Government  I  hrve  the  honor  formally  to  protest  an 
unwarranted  attack  on  Juno  15,  1938,  by  Japanese 
airplnnos  upon  the  American  Southern  Baptist  fission 
at  Pingtu,  Shantung ,  which  rosultod  in  placing  the 
lives  of  two  hundred  school  children  and  seven 
American  missionaries  in  grave  Jeopardy  and  in 
wounding  other  noncor.batants,  and  which  inflicted 
extensive  damage  upon  American  property. 


JOSEPH  C.  C-REW 
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Doc.  No.  21?P  (59) 

Br.  Ex.  87 

THE  AI.  ERICAN  A.*  BASSADCL  IN  JAPAN  (GKE’?)  TO  THE 
JAPANESE  FINI3T3R  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (UGAKI) 

Excorpt.  TOKYO,  Aupust  l6,  1V3B. 

No.  1026 


I  an  directed  to  rnnko  comprehensive  and  emphatic 
representations  to  tho  appropriate  Japanese  authorities 
through  Your  Excellency,  r  calling  succinctly  tho 
essential  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  attacks  of 
those  American  mission  properties  at  Vtachon?,  and 
to  point  out  that  notwithstanding  tho  fact  that  tho 
mission  properties  have  boon  marked  on  naps  doliverod 
by  the  Anorican  Consul  General  at  Shanghai  to  tho 
Japanese  authorities  tho  mission  properties  under 
reference  have  boon  bombed  no  less  than  seven  tines 
since  July  6  last,  and  particularly  to  emphasise  the 
fact  that  in  tie  course  of  these  attacks  American 
lives  have  been  directly  imperilled. 


JOSEPH  C.  GREW 
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Duo.  No.  2191  (60) 

Br.  Ex.  88 


Faro  1 


Fi  ESS  P.3J.E/.SE  ISSUED  ?,Y  TTE  BBPAHB.BHT  OP 
ST.'.TE  Cii  '.I.'CrST  26,  1038 

Excerpt. 


EXCELLENCY:  Acting  under  instructions,  I  have 
the  honor  or  behalf  of  ray  Gc*vorur:ont  to  protest  to 
Your  Excellency  against  the  un’YCirrantod  attack  on 
August  24,  1938,  near  :  acao,  by  Japanese  airplanes 
upon  co rr  e ratal  airplane  operated  by  the  China 
National  Aviation  Corporation  resulting*  in  the  total 
destruction  of  the  co*i^-.rcial  airplane,  tho  loss  of 
the  lives  of  a  r\ur>bcr  cf  norco- batant  passoiifors, 

?.r  1  the  endangering  of  the  lif^  of  the  American 
pilot. 


(Signed )  JOSEPH  C.  GLS* 
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Fage  1 


THE  AMERICAN  AMBASSADOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW)  TO  _ 

THE  JAPANESE  !  INISTEH  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (AR1TA) 


Excerpt. 
No.  HO? 


TOKYO,  October  31,  1938. 


EXCELLENCY,  I  havo  the  honor  to  inform  Your 
Excellency  that  information  has  reached  me  that 
property  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  Brethren  Mission 
at  Tungpoh,  Honan,  was  bombed  by  Japanese  airplanes 
on  October  84,  1938,  which  action  resulted  in  the 
death  of  the  American  national,  Fhoobe  Kyhus,  apod 
three  veers,  end  in  the  wounding  of  two  other  American 
nationals,  her  mother,  I.rs.  Arthur  E.  Nyhus,  and  her 
sister,  Ruth  Nyhus,  seed  eight  years.  The  building 
which  was  the  object  of  the  attack  was  destroyed. 


JOSEPH  C.  GREW 
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3r.  Ex.  117 


THE  A! -ERIC  AN  A!  BASSADOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW)  TO 
THE  JAPANESE  L INISTER  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (ARITA) 


Excorpt. 

No.  1111  TOKYO,  November  7,  193^ 

YOUR  EXCELLENCY:  In  the  note  No.  IO76  of 
October  6,  19 -38,  which  I  had  tho  honor  to  address 
to  Your  Excellency's  distinguished  predecessor, 
nontion  was  made,  among  other  points,  of  the  ex¬ 
clusion  from  tho  lower  roaches  of  the  Yangtze  River 
of  American  and  other  non-Japanese  shipping  although 
Japanese  merchant  vessels  arc  carrying  Japaneso 
merchandise  between  Shanghai  and  Nanking,  to  tho 
exclusion  of  merchandise  of  other  countries.  I 
pointed  out  to  His  Excellency  Prince  Konoyo  that 
this  treatment  of  American  shipping  and  commerce, 
as  well  as  the  treatment  by  Japanese  authorities 
of  other  American  interests  in  China,  not  only 
violates  American  rights  but  is  in  direct  contra¬ 
vention  of  assurances  repeatedly  affirmed  by  the 
Japanese  Government  to  tho  American  Government  that 
the  principle  of  the  open  door  and  equal  opportunity 
in  China  would  be  supported  by  the  Japanese  Government. 
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Bi .  Lx •  92 


T^L  AMERICAN  AMBASSADOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW) 
TO  T PR  JAPAN3.SE  MINISTER  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (ARITA ) 


Excerpts 

No#  1230  TOKYO,  March  30,  1939. 

IKC3  LIJKCYi  Acting  undt  r  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inf  err;  Your  Excellency  that  r.y  Government  forrinlly 
and  cj.  phatioally  protests  the  continued  disregard  by  the 
Jnpnncse  military  forces  of  American  lives  and  property  in 
Chi nr . 

In  this  connection  I  an  directed  to  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Japrncsf  Governnent  to  the  ever  lengthening 
list  of  instances  in  w'  ich,  as  a  result  of  air  raids  by  the 
Japanese  forces,  American  properties,  although  clearly  marked 
and  the.  location -thereof  previously  reported  with  accoi  panying 
naps  to  the  J'rrnesc  authorities,  have  been  damaged  and  in 
some  cases  destroyed. 


An  outstanding  example  of  the  instances  to  v;vich  my 
Government  refers  is  the  recent  bombing  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Mission  at  Tungpeh  which  resulted  in  death  or  grave 
Injury  to  certain  members  of  the  Nyhus  family.  Twenty-eight 
of  tvc  attacks  upon  American  property  reported  to  the  Japanese 
Government  since  the.  beginning  of  this  year  include  three 
bombings  on  November  13?  14,  pnd  18.  1938.  of  property  of  the 
Christian  and  Kissionary  Alliance  at  Tciping;  bombing  of  the 
Panic!  Missionary  home  at  Sai  Nam,  Kwengtung,  in  June  1938 
and  again  on  October  22,  1938 ;  bor.bing  on  October  3  and  5, 
1938,  of  property  of  the  Standard  -Vacuum.  Oil  Company  at 
Nanchang;  bombing  on  December  24  and  again  five  days  later 
on  December  29,  1938,  of  buildings  of  the  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance  at  Kweilin,  which  resulted  in  t>e  killing 
and  wounding  of  members  of  the  staff  of  the  mission  and 
refugees  therein;  the  bombing  on  December  29,  1938,  of  the 
American  Southern  Baptist  mission  hospital,  also  at  Kweilin, 
end  tvc  bonblng  on  Doccrber  29 ,  1933)  of  t1 1  l.r.cricrn  ^outhern 
Baptist  iiission  et  S'iuchov;.  Further  bombings  occurred  on 
January  10,  1939,  v.'Mcb  restated  In  the  dcnolltion  of  and 
dr.nngo  to  buildings  belonging  to  the  Evangelical  lut'-cran 
r.ission  at  S'rsI,  Bupeh;  on  Hover bor  13  and  November  23,  193°, 
and  again  cn  January  12,  1939,  vP  Ich  resulted  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  hospital  and  resid>  nee  buildings  belonging  to  the 
Anericen  Presbyterian  liission,  North,  at  Pengyong,  Tunan;  on 
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January  15,  which  resulted  In  serious  damage  to  the  property 
of  the  Sutoh  Girls1  School  of  the  American  Methodist 
Episcopal  Mission  at  Chungking;  on  January  23,  which  resulted 
in  damage  to  the  American  Chuich  Mission  at  Ruling;  on 
February  4,  vj'ich  resulted  in  damage  to  property  belonging  to 
the  Werner  G.  Smith  Company  at  Wanhsien;  on  February  22, 
which  resulted  in  damage  to  the  hospital  of  the  Covenant 
Missionary  Society  at  Kingncn;  on  February  25  which  resulted 
in  damage-  to  ti  c  American  Catvolic  Mission  at  Noting, 
the  serious  wounding  of  Father  Kennelly;  on  March  8,  w  icn 
resulted  in  damage  to  two  compounds  of  the  American  Church 
Mission  at  Icheng,  bombed  in  separate  raids;  and  again  on 
March  14,  v/vich  resulted  in  damage  to  the  St.  Janes  School 
property  of  the  sane  r.ission  at  Ic^ang;  on  March  17,  when 
the  American  Southern  Baptist  hospital  at  ttengchow  was 
bombed  twice,  causing  six  casualties;  again  on  MarcV  19, 
when  tvis  seme  property  was  bombed  for  tve  seventh  tine  since 
February  1938;  on  March  20,  resulting  in  serious  damage  to 
property  of  the  Covenant  Missionary  Society  at  Slangyr.ng. 
Pupeh,  end  to  t>e  Sr.ntch  Bibl-  School  premises  of  t^c  Lutheran 
United  Mission  a.t  Fanchang,  Fupch. 


JOSEPH  C.  GREW 
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OR'  L  T!\*  TS'UNT  BY  THE  AT ‘ERIC  AN  Av3ASSADOR 
I  ’  (G REV/)  TO  THE  JAPANESE  "IN  13 TER 

TO!  FOREIGN  /.I.  .IRS  (ARITA),  POVEITBER  21, 
1938. 


Your  Excellency  has  discussed  the  question  of  the  "exploi¬ 
tation"  o  1  Chine  ft  no.  spheres  of  influence  therein.  I  think  Your 
Excellency  will  agraa  with  re  that  the  historical  record  shows 
clearly  that  the  United  3tat.es  of  America  h3S  never  attempted 
to  "exploit"  China  or  to  acquire  any  "sphere  of  influence"  what¬ 
ever  in  that  country.  Our  desire  always  has  been  and  is  today 
to  avoid  spheres  of  influence  and  exploit' ti on  by  or  in  any  one 
country. 

Our  interpretation  of  tho  Open  Door  is  totally  contrary  to 
those  principles.  The  principle  of  equality  of  commercial 
opportunity  has  been  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  United  States  ever  since  our  country  came  into 
existence.  The  treaties  relating  to  the  I-ar  East  to  which  the 
United  °tates  is  a  party  and  in  which  provisions  relating  to 
that  principle  appear  were  in  all  instances  concluded  with  a 
view  to  decreasing  and  avoiding  frictions  which  had  developed 
in  or  which  might  develop  in  international  contacts  in  that 
area. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  owing  to  Japan's  actions  and 
policies  in  China  there  is  good  reason  why  both  Your  Excellency 
and  I  should  be  disturbed  with  regard  to  the  developing  situa¬ 
tion  in  Jaoanese-Anerican  relations.  For  ny  part  I  am  core  dis¬ 
turbed  at  present  than  I  have  been  for  a  long  tire  and  it  seems 
to  re  that" whatever  nay  result  from  our  future  conversations 
and  negotiations  Japan  should  now  without  further  delay  proceed 
to  take  the  obvious  steps  to  prevent  those  relations  from 
steadily  deter! ora tiny. 

Another  obvious  step  of  prime  importance  on  the  pert  of 
the  Japanese  authorities  would  be  forthwith  to  cease  the  bomb¬ 
ings  of  and  other  intrrfe- once  with  American  mission  and  other 
oroperty  in  areas  far  re-o-ed  from  military  or  naval  operations. 
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Page  2, 


Such  unwarrantable  acts  are  taking  place  constantly,  the  re¬ 
ports  of  which  are  daily  pouring  into  our  Embassy.  The  plea 
that  these  outrages  are  accidental  is  obviously  untenable  in 
view  of  the  volume  and  constancy  of  these  depredations  which 
recently  have  involved  not  only  the  loss  of  American  property 
but  the  loss  of  American  life,  and  the  desecration  of  our  flag. 
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Dr.  Ex.  71 

MHiOEAHDUH  BY  THE  COUNSELOR  OF  D.BASSY  IN  JAPAN  (DOOIttN) 

(TOKYO.)  November  19)  1938. 

Excerpt.. 


Hr.  Arltr.  wont  on  to  say  that  there  prevails  r. 
widespread  feeling  tint  t^e  Japanese  O^ormont  »*.  CMne. 

adopted  a  new  policy  ,onc  of  exOsing^c^P^  ^  j. 

There  hrd,  xn  ^.^c,  wen  no  ^  ^  piven  nssurnnees  to 

predecessors  pr.d  on  sacwl  ^  in  To^y0 

unconditional,  for  ttc  re  son  tl  „t  «  t^tinc  tVe 

Japan  could  give  on  unquolifi  .  .  +Vfit  Vis  predecessors 

open  door  in  C'  inr..  *c  was  not  ^plying  tint  his  pr  ^ 
bad  given  fc-  assurances  in  tad  faith,  on  ^ 

felt  certain  tint  they  -t  ; *°I:n50  was  to  reconcile  the 

re?cfions°and  ^ acouirc^fe  sources  of  wc^ 
materials;  but  within  those  lit.  i  i,.r(  --ould  be  given 

^rconsidSft^n  Me  ™teyrprises  conducted  by  foreigners 

SKtt?5SS?S  of^these  ^o^f;  - 

with  respect  to  eose  enterprises,  cWovornment  TOS  fuily 

commercial,  or  finance!,  ere  v  p  with  rogEra 

^smBSS^g^g^ 

ss's: »  struct. 


E  (UGENL)  P.  D(OOIAM) 
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Doe.  No.  ?19p  (45)  ?0£Q  1 

Br.  Ex.  73 


THE  AI  EH I CAN  ELBASSY  IN  JAPAN  TO  THE  JAPANESE 
MINISTRY  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 


AIDE-h'EPOIRE 

The  American  Ambassador  on  August  23  brought  orally 
to  the  attention  of  the  Vico  iiinister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
tho  desire  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  at  Nanking 
of  tho  United  States,  Groat  Britain,  Franco,  Germany  and 
Italy  that  Japanese  bombing  operations  be  excluded  from 
an  area  in  that  city  whoroin  thoy  and  some  of  their 
nations  resido  and  where  foreign  shipping  is  anchored. 

The  American  Government  feels,  however,  that  other 
aspects  of  the  matter  demand  ecual  consideration.  The 
extensive  bombing  of  that  city  on  tho  night  of  August  26 
placed  in  danger  tho  lives  and  property  of  noncombatants, 
both  foreign  and  Chinese,  and  it  has  seemed  to  the 
American  Government  that  the  appropriate  Japanese  authori¬ 
ties,  when  this  fact  is  brought  to  their  attention,  nay 
desire  to  limit  future  -action  in  accordance  with  the 
restraints  which  considerations  of  humanity  and  of 
international  comity  usually  impose  on  tho  bombing  of 
tho  political  capital  of  a  country,  especially  when  no 
state  of  war  exists.  Both  before  and  after  tho  earlier 
request  for  the  protection  of  a  defined  area,  there 
occurred  bombing  operations  over  the  city  which  extensively 
damaged  tho  buildings  and  killed,  and  injured  several  of 
tho  employees  of  tho  National  Central  University  and  also 
resulted  in  tho  burning  alivo  of  numerous  peaceful  Chinese 
in  one  of  tho  poorer  quarters.  Those  scones  of  destruction 
have  boon  visited  by  foreign  diplomatic  officers.  The 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  arc  in  friendly 
relations  with  China  as  with  Japan.  Basing  its  appeal, 
therefore,  on  theso  friendly  relations  and  on  the  principle 
of  ordinary  humanity,  tho  American  Government  requests 
tho  discontinuance  of  activities  which,  dospito  thoir 
military  objectives,  result  actually  in  the  indiscrininato 
destruction  of  property  used  for  educational  and  othor 
non-military  purposos  and  in  the  wounding  and  painful 
death  of  civilians. 

Tho  American  Government  is  also  greatly  concerned 
over  tho  fact  that  there  arc  American  citizens  still 
scattered  throughout  China  who  will  have  to  uso  tho 
railways  and  motor  roads  as  their  only  moans  of  leaving 
for  places  of  comparative  safety.  In  view,  therefore, 
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of  tho  widesproad  bombing  oporations  now  being  carried 
out  by  the  Japanese  military  throughout  Chinese  torrao.y 
the  American  Government  fools  that  it  may  properly  mar-.e 
representations  to  the  Japanese  Government  with  a  view 
to  persuading  it  to  refrain  from  attacks  upon  defense¬ 
less  cities,  hospitals,  trains  and  motor  cars,  et  cetera. 
There  is  grave  risk  that  sooner  or  later  some  incident 
will  take  place  resulting  in  tho  death  or  injury  to 
American  citizens  who  are  going  about  their  legitimate 
occupations  within  tho  interior  of  China  where  such 
dangers  should  not  exist.  Japan  declaros  that  it  is 
not  at  war  with  China  and  yet  its  planes  are  conducting 
raids  far  in  the  interior,  dropping  deadly  missiles 
with  consequent  serious  damage  to  the  rights  of  other 
nations. 

Tho  attention  of  the  Japanese  Government  is  invited 
to  the  situation  described  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs 
in  tho  hope  that  appropriate  instructions  may  be  issued 
to  its  military  forces  in  the  field. 

TOKYO,  September  1,  1937 
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